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wishes of the King. Of the House of Commons over twenty-
five per cent, held places; of the 167 Members who followed
the royal policy and voted against the Repeal of the Stamp
Act, sixty-one held places, and in 1770, of a Commons of
558 Members, 192 were place holders.1 For opposition to
the Crown in the case of Wilkes, General Conway and
Colonel Barre were deprived of their posts, and for hostility
to the Crown on the subject of the Peace of Paris, Newcastle,
Grafton, and Rockingham were dismissed from their Lord-
Lieutenancies. By the use of Royal Patronage a strong
party of " King's friends " was gradually built up which
was ever ready to carry out the King's wishes.
In the constituency the task of influencing electors was f
efficiently carried out by Lord North, John Robinson,2 the of the
Secretary to the Treasury Board, and Charles Jenkinson,
the leader of the " King's friends " after the retirement of
Bute. The expenditure of money was curtailed as far as
possible, yet the elections frequently cost the Government
£50,000:3 contracts for clothing, equipment or provisions
for the forces were used as bribes to the electors, and a
century before the introduction of vote by ballot, it was
easy for the King by these means to secure the support
of the voters. Similarly the King took care to give his
policy the appearance of popular support by organising in the
country loyal addresses: for example, in 1775, an attempt
was made to induce the two Universities to send up addresses
in favour of the American War.4
This reassertion of Royal power did not pass without ^^0°"
considerable opposition.    In 1780 Dunning succeeded in Royal power
getting his motion passed that " the influence of the Crown
has increased, is increasing and ought to be diminished/'
In 1769 the Letters ofjunius began to appear: these attacked
the King's system of government; and in 1770 there was
published Burke's Thoughts on Present Discontents, which
was a vigorous and critical denunciation of the corruption
1	Clark, British Opinion and the Amer. Revol.t p. 235.
2	See Parti. Papers of John Robinson, 1774-84.    Ed. W. T. Laprade.
3	Correspondence of George III, vol. v., p. 478.
* Ibid., p. 39.

